CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

whom a later heir is born in answer to his
prayers, namely John, the forerunner of
the Holy Ghost. The birth is announced
to Mary and she brings forth Jesus under a
palm-tree, near which is a running spring
and by the dates of which she is fed. On
her return home she is received with re-
proaches by her family but merely points
in reply to the new-born babe, who suddenly
speaks from his cradle, asserting that he is
the prophet of God. Afterwards Jesus
performs all kinds of miracles, forms birds
out of clay and makes them fly, heals the
blind and lepers, raises the dead, etc., and
even brings down from heaven a table
ready spread. The Jews will not believe
him, but the youth follow him. He is not
killed, but translated to God. Christians
are not agreed upon the manner of his
death and the Jews have invented the story
of the Crucifixion.

Muhammed's knowledge of Christianity
thus consists of certain isolated details, partly
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